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The UN Climate Conference (COP 23) - An RSHM NGO perspective
COP 23 was the first UN climate Conference since President Trump announced
his intention to withdraw the United States from the Paris Agreement. Germany
served as host for the Conference which took place from 6th – 17th November in
Bonn, with Fiji holding the Presidency and 35,000 participants from member states
and Civil society attending. Thanks to the support of the Maryknoll Global Concerns
(which is accredited to the UN Climate process) I was registered as an observer for the
second week where I participated fully in the “Bonn Climate Action Zone”. It was an informative, enlightening and
challenging 5 days. I participated in 28 different sessions and had wonderful opportunities to engage with people and
groups, faith-based, professional and others from around the world who are working for climate justice.
At our most recent RSHM General Chapter we committed ourselves to “act in ways that demonstrate our respect for
the earth and our responsibility for its sustainability” (GC 2013 p.3). “Sustainable Development for all” is one of the key
themes that we address at the UN through our collaboration, networking and advocacy. Participation in COP 23 provided
many opportunities to listen to voices that are being silenced, - the voice of the earth itself, and of many women who are
on the frontline of threats from climate change and often serve as “first responders” in attempts to address humanitarian
crises linked to climate change.
In this special edition of News from the UN, we highlight a selection of the many valuable sessions attended and insights
gleaned.
We invite you re explore further
Veronica Brand RSHM

Through a Gender lens….
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Read more ….
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We are Still In
“We are Still in” was the alternative US delegation representing a coalition of cities, states, businesses, universities and faith
groups present at the Climate Conference, and the largest cross section of the American economy
yet assembled in pursuit of climate action. With over 2,500 signatories to America’s Pledge, the
leaders represented 130 million Americans – more than half of the US population - and $6.2
trillion of economic output. They asserted their promise to uphold the US commitments to
reducing emissions, in spite of the Government’s reneging. If they were a country, their economy
would be the third largest in the world, larger than all but two national parties to the Paris
Agreement. The “We are Still In” network hosted 44 events in their pavilion and participated
actively on panels and events throughout the Climate Conference.
Watch the video…

The Living Forest Proposal

Attributing responsibility : Financing change

Whereas the Western world focuses on
nature as a source of raw materials
destined for human use, Kawsak
Sacha
(the Living forest)
recognizes that the forest is made up of
living beings which have relationships
to one another. It is a proposal for living
together with the natural world that
grows out of the millennial knowledge
of the Indigenous Peoples who inhabit the Amazonian
rainforest. The economic system is seen as an ecological web;
the natural world as a social world. In presenting the proposal,
Patricia Gualinga of the Sarayaku people, Ecuador,
noted that this calls for a recognition of protected areas,
declaring them as zones that remain free of oil, mineral, and
lumber extraction. Through our RSHM NGO involvement
in the NGO Mining Working Group we try to defend the
rights of local people and prevent the violation of human rights
by extractive industries.
Read more….

Humanity is on a
pathway
headed
towards a 4 degree
increase by the end of
the century, with dire
consequences
for
people and planet. We
need to be on the 1.5
degree
path.
To
achieve this, we need a sharp – and costly - reversal of the path
we are on. Who should pay for the expensive changes needed
to mitigate the negative effects?

At the first Rio Conference on Sustainable
Development in 1992, it was recognized that countries have
“common but differentiated responsibilities” to take action to
address human-induced aspects of climate change. A panel of
environmental scientists and lawyers explored some of the key
issues related to climate mitigation and compensation. The
director of science and policy and chief climate scientist at the
Union of Concerned Scientists (Dr. Peter Frumhoff)
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Read more
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practical initiatives by local groups to combat climate change,
and that have the potential to be scaled up. These
“Lighthouse Activities” are part of broader efforts to
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the Parish Climate Change Agreement and the Sustainable
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Development Goals. The activities awarded fell into 5
categories:
1. Women for Results, 2. Financing for and like us on
Facebook
Climate-Friendly Investment 3. ICT Solutions,
4. Planetary Health, and 5. Climate Neutral Now.

Read about the winning activities…
Watch the video Fragments of hope
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