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HLPF 2017 

The central platform for the follow up and review of progress towards Agenda 2030 
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  known as the High Level Political 
Forum  was held at the UN Headquarters from 10 – 19

th
 July. This year the theme 

was "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world".  Seven 

of the Goals were selected for in-depth review, and 43 countries presented their 
voluntary national reviews of their progress towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.  Four 

countries in which RSHM live and work, namely Brazil, Portugal, Zimbabwe 
and Italy, were among these 43 and their reviews were of particular interest.  

Instead of focusing on one SDG this month, we have opted to share just a few 
of the highlights of some of the many sessions of the HLPF that we attended.  
                                                               Watch the short video… 

  

UNICEF Side Event “We the Peoples”. 

An event sponsored by 
UNICEF and the SDG 
Action Campaign 
highlighted various forms 
of participatory 
accountability in 
monitoring the SDGs. 
Examples of the use of 
mobile phone technology 
were presented by 

Brazil, Guatemala, India and Zimbabwe, showing how they 
are using mobile phone based technology to involve people in 
giving feedback about what is being done in their areas and 
share it on a global platform.  The examples given included 
U-report which invites local people to be “U-reporters” and 
speak out through SMS (text messages).  Zimbabwe also 
shared how the MVAM (Mobile Vulnerability Analysis and 
Mapping) approach is being used to collect data related to 
food security through mobile phone calls.  The event 
highlighted how new technology can give voice to people 
living in remote, marginalized areas whose voices are not 
usually heard.  
                 Read more….  about  Zimbabwe U-reporters 

RSHM NGO Co-sponsored 
Side Events 
 
Our RSHM NGO co-
sponsored two events 
during the HLPF. One 

featured  “Poverty to Prosperity: 
Shared Stories from NGOs 
Working with Communities” and 
took place in the Irish Mission to 
the UN. The second one 
highlighted Grassroots 
Perspectives on SDG 
Implementation and presented 

the findings of a survey carried out by the Grassroots 
Working group and involving feedback from 132 grassroots 
groups in 25 of the 43 countries being reviewed.   Veronica 
RSHM was part of the team presenting the findings.  A written 

summary will be prepared in September. Special thanks are 
due to the 12 RSHM and collaborators from Brazil, Portugal 
and Zimbabwe who responsed to the survey about SDG 
awareness and implementation. 

                To see video of event   

 

 
Faith Based Partnerships: Achieving the SDGs  
                                                             (contributed by Sr. Kathleen Kanet RSHM)  
Srs Kathleen Kanet and Virginia Dorgan RSHM attended a side event involving several 

faith based organizations who reported how they are collaborating to achieve the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. (SDGs).  As the Permanent Representative of Ireland to 
the UN noted, the 17 SDGs with their 169 targets are a morally binding document signed 
off by the leaders of every country in the world.  A big question is how to bring these goals 
to the grassroots. Presenters included UN member organization staff, leaders from the 
World Council of Churches, World Vision International and Islamic relief USA. Anwar 

Khan of Islamic Relief reflected that Christians represent 30 % and Muslims 20% of the 
world’s religious populations and advocated that there should be increased efforts to 
include the other religions (about 50%) in this outreach and dialogue. It was noted that grassroots people around the world need 
first to be informed of the existence of the SDGs and time and money needs to be extended by countries to do so.   One 
participant lamented that there seems to be no limits on what countries can spend on military expenditures with so much less 
developing sustainable life.  This is often a lament by those working to develop a sustainable future. Perhaps faith based 
organizations can encourage their country leaders to place more monetary emphasis on implementing the SDGs with less on 
militarism.                         Read more about it…. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAcYYI4VhUg
https://www.facebook.com/ureportzim/?hc_ref=OTHER
https://zimbabwe.ureport.in/
https://www.facebook.com/NGOCSocD/videos/940348466106311/
http://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc/12july2017


Fast Facts from the Secretary-General’s July Report on 
Progress towards the SDGs. 

  In 2016, nearly 38% of workers in the least developed countries 
(LDCs) were living below the poverty line.  (SDG 1) 

 The proportion of undernourished people worldwide declined from 
15% in 2000-2002 to 11% in 2014-2016 (SDG 2) 

 The average amount of time spent on unpaid domestic and care 
work is more than 3 times higher for women than men (SDG 5) 

 More than 2 billion people globally are currently  living in countries 
with excess water stress (SDG 6 

 Air pollution is a major environmental health risk. In 2014, 9 out of 
10 people living in cities were breathing air that did not comply 
with the safety standard set by the World Health Organization. (SDG 

11) 

 2016 set a new record for Planetary warming: about 1.1 degrees 
Centigrade above the preindustrial period .  (World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) (SDG 13 

 Birth registration is a first step towards safeguarding individual 
rights and access to justice, but only 46% of all children < 5  in 
sub-Saharan Africa have had their births registered. (SDG 16 

 In 2016 approx 80% of the population is online in developed 
regions, compared to 40% in developing regions and 15% in LDCs. 
The gender gap in Internet use was 31% in LDCs. (SDG 17) 
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Disrupting financial Flows linked to Slavery, 
Human trafficking & Child Labor.  

How can the flow of 
finance associated with the 
$150 billion dollar criminal 
industry of human 
trafficking be disrupted?  
An informative session 
highlighted the “25 keys” 

that can unlock the financial chains that keep millions 
of vulnerable women, children and men in 
contemporary slavery. The financial intelligence 
sector is starting to “follow the money trail” and 
explore how banks’ unrecognised complicity in human 
trafficking can be addressed.  Canada’s financial 
watchdog (FinTrac) has partnered with law 
enforcement agencies and banks to flag suspicious 
financial activity and detect and investigate human 
traffickers in an initiative called “Project Protect” 

which has already had positive results in identifying 
suspected trafficking networks.   
                  Read more….

 

Contributions of Migrants to Sustainable 
Development 

From 24
th

 – 26
th

 July we attended the 
4

th
 thematic session which is 

preparatory to the Global Compact 
on Migration to be negotiated early 
next year.  The theme highlighted the 
contributions of Migrants and 
diasporas to sustainable 
development.  The first two days 
included 3 panels of experts followed 
by interactive contributions from 

member states and civil society while the 3
rd

 day served as an 
interactive hearing of contributions from Civil Society, 
members of parliament and academia.  As the President of the 
General Assembly noted at the beginning of the hearing:  “The 
story of global migration .has shaped our world in profound – 
and largely positive – ways. The global movement of people is 
currently occurring on a scale we have not seen before. 
Ultimately, no nation can cordon itself off from this swirling 
global current. Thus finding durable solutions to the challenges 
of international migration requires all nations and all 
stakeholders to work together in a positive spirit”.            
                   Read more about the Informal hearings. 
 
            

Remittances. 
Today more than 200 million migrants 

from low and middle income countries 
typically send money equivalent to 15% 
of their earnings to their families back 
home. The scale of this financial 
support has grown dramatically over 
the last 9 years, to reach 429 billion 

dollars,  -  a staggering amount which corresponds to three 
times the total amount of Official Development Assistance 

or foreign aid. These remittances mostly support immediate 
needs of families in poverty, many of whom live in rural areas. 
25% goes towards building more secure, independent futures 
through better health and education, and investments in assets 
such as houses, land and cattle.  A recent report on 
remittances demonstrates how these contributions actually 
help to address 10 of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals, “contributing to the SDGs, - one family at a time”. As 

was highlighted in many interventions, migrants also send 
“social remittances” to their families back home. These include 
sharing of new knowledge, skills, innovations and networks 
which can broaden and enrich the families at home. 
            Watch a short video 

 

Nuclear Disarmament Negotiations 

In early July, member states met to 
negotiate a legally binding instrument to 
prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards 
their total elimination. Important 
contributions were also made by 
international organizations and civil society representatives, including Pax Christi 
International.   Although this Conference was a follow up to a Feb 2017 General Assembly 
resolution, the countries that possess nuclear weapons declined to participate. However, the 

outcome vote on July 7
th
 (122 for with only one vote against and one abstention) makes this the first-ever legally binding 

international agreement to comprehensively prohibit nuclear weapons, with the goal of their total elimination. The treaty will 

open for signature in late September.   
                                                                 @RSHMNGO     RSHM UN NGO,  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-trafficking-finance-idUSKBN19W2R9
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/stakeholders-discuss-migration-compact-during-first-hearing/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-07-27%20-%20SDG%20Update%20AE&utm_content=2017-07-27%20-%20SDG%20Update%20AE+CID_150a25c7f4c23ea09147a0e15b872a1c&utm_source=cm&utm_ter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9veFcZ_LfLo
https://twitter.com/RSHMNGO
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100015497016996

