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Africa Week at the UN  2017 
Each October “Africa Week” is held 
at the UN in NY. This year it focused 
on “Supporting an Integrated, 
Prosperous, People-centered, 
Peaceful Africa” and highlighted the 
progress being made towards 
Sustainable Development,  Agenda 
2030 and the Africa Union’s Agenda 
2063.   An important theme 
throughout the week was the link 
between climate change, 
displacement and the challenge of 

maintaining peace.   
In an event entitled “Addressing Climate Change: 
Migration Nexus and its implications for Peace and 
Security in Africa”, leaders highlighted the correlation 
between climate change, forced migration and conflict. While 
Africans themselves contribute very little to climate change in 
comparison to other continents, they end up bearing the brunt 
of the negative effects of climate change.  Climate change 
increases the risk of forced migration and conflict and makes 
already vulnerable communities even more vulnerable. It not 
only affects their safety but also affects the security of their 
livelihood.  
 

Speaking at an event entitled “Change the Future of 
Migration” on World Food Day (16th October) the President 

of the General Assembly,  Miroslav Lajcak, highlighted the 
important role that food security plays before, during, and after 
migration. Food insecurity can become a cause of migration 
and migration can also threaten the stability of food 
production.                         Watch the short video 

 
Climate resilient agriculture is an 
important strategy for the 
empowerment of women in the arid, 
drought prone region of North Africa 
called the Sahel. The “Alliance for 
the Sahel” is an integrated initiative 
established jointly by UN agencies 
and the European Union to improve 
the living conditions of people living 
in areas of high tension, where there is 
a lot of pressure to join terrorist 

groups.  Rural women are the primary victims of situations of 
conflict and environmental crises such as creeping 
desertification.  By helping to support women who are key 
actors in locally driven climate-resilient agriculture, the hope 
is to provide access to basic services, and justice.  This requires 
addressing women’s lack of land  rights, building their capacity 
and providing access to funding.  As  Oulimata Sarr, Regional 
Adviser of UN women in Senegal said, “the greatest threat to 
peace is poverty”.  

 

“Take the First Step”  - The Peace Accord in Colombia 

What was the impact of Pope Francis’ recent visit to Colombia on the implementation of 
the Peace Accord that brought an end to the country’s 52 year conflict?  An event sponsored 
by the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the UN and the Permanent 
Mission of Colombia explored this theme. Pope Francis’ called on all Colombians  “to take 
the first step”.  Summarizing the message of the Pope’s six-day visit to the country, 
Archbishop Bernardito Auza  noted “To do this with determination involves  five elements: 
courage, forgiveness, reconciliation, truth and justice, and encounter.” The role of the international community and Catholic 
organisations in working towards peace was highlighted by the presence and testimony of Msgr. Héctor Fabio Henao, Director 
of Caritas Colombiana and representatives of the Catholic Peacebuilders Network.  Professor Powers of Notre Dame 
University Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies  said  “For too long, Colombia has been a poster child for 
intractable conflicts. But it is also a School of Peace…perhaps the world’s best example of Catholic peacebuilding” The Notre 
Dame Kroc Institute has been tasked with monitoring the implementation of the peace accord.                     Read more…. 

 
RSHM NGO Updates 
 
Education isn’t just about 
what happens in the 

classroom; it spans continents and 
oceans. The third “Missao Timor” 
brought together representatives of staff, 
students and alumnae from the three 
RSHM schools in Portugal in an outreach 
to support the people in the area of 
Xumali, East Timor served by a small 
community of RSHM from the 
Portuguese Province.  
 

              Read Sr. Ana Luisa’s account 

At the October NGO Committee 
on Migration meeting our 
RSHM NGO intern, Nolie, was 
part of a team presentation on the 
vulnerabilities of migrant children.  
She shared a story about a young 
migrant girl who fell victim to 
trafficking.  

“Weaving threads of Justice” was the theme 
of the talk given by Veronica RSHM at the 
Annual RSHM Alumnae and Friends 
Luncheon in New York on 12th October. 
Addressing the role of RSHM as an NGO at 
the UN today, she spoke about ways in which 
this thread of Justice which has been woven  
through our history from 
1849 takes new forms today in 
our education, participation 
and advocacy at the “only 
global forum where all 
countries are present to seek 
solutions to global problems”.   
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https://youtu.be/rvwce0pDwlE
https://holyseemission.org/contents/newsletters/59ee00f8ca5c9.php
https://www.rscm-rshm.org/general/service-east-timor-2017/


                              Targets to achieve this goal: 
 

4.1   By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, 
equitable and quality primary and secondary education 
leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes  
 

4.2   By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to 
quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary 
education so that they are ready for primary education. 
 

4.3   By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to 
affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, 
including university.  
 

4.4   By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and 
adults who have relevant skills, including technical and 
vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and 
entrepreneurship 
 

4.5   By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and 
ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational 
training for the vulnerable…. 
 

 
4.6   By 2030, ensure 
that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 
women, achieve literacy and numeracy 
 

4.7   By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and 
skills needed to promote sustainable development….  
 

4.A   Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, 
disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, 
inclusive and effective learning environments for all  
 

4.B   By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of 
scholarships available to developing countries…. for 
enrolment in higher education…. 
 

4.C   By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified 
teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher 
training in developing countries…..                         
                                                                         Read more …… 

  
International Day of the Girl 

On October 11th, we celebrated the International Day of the Girl at an event 
called Girls Speak Out. Girl 
activists from all around the world 
came to the UN to share their 
stories and stress the importance 
of girls’ voices in making 
sustainable change. Martina 
Amate Perez, a girl activist at 
student at Aquinas High School, is 
the daughter of two Argentinian 
immigrants. She spoke on the 
hardships that immigrants face in 
America, especially when labeled 

with the unkind words of “illegal”, or “alien”. Girl activist, Daunette Reyome 
spoke on the lack of Native American history and representation taught in 
schools. Other girl activists spoke on the sexist barriers to education and 
careers that they want to pursue.  
 

Also attending the event were women from around the world who broke 
down the barriers of gender and inspired the girl attendees to do the same. 
Maryam Monsef is the 32 yr old Afghan Canadian Minister of Democratic Institutions in Justin Trudeau’s cabinet in 
Canada. She told the girls to not let anything get in their way, whether that be race, gender, religion, or geographical location. 
Several countries spoke out in solidarity with girls and shared their willingness to include girls in the UN conversation.     
                         Read more……..                           Watch a short video     

Explore it….                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

Fast Facts on SDG 4 from the 2017 
Sustainability report. 
• Enrolment in primary education in developing 

countries has reached 91% but 57 million 
children are still out of school. 

• More than half of children who have not 
enrolled in school live in Sub-Saharan Africa 

• An estimated 50% of out-of-school 
children of primary school age live in 
conflict-affected areas 

• 103 million youth worldwide lack basic 
literacy skills, and more than 60% of them are 
women 

• Only ¼ of schools in Sub Saharan Africa 
have electricity and less than half have access 
to basic drinking water.  

• Only 55% of secondary level teachers in 
Sub Saharan Africa are trained. 

 

SDG 4   

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all 

Distribution: 
General Council Team; Provincials/ Regionals 

JPIC Animators; Global Network of RSHM 
Schools;  UN Interest Group        

     Translation: Maria Luisa Pinho RSCM 
Portuguese translation  by Maria Luisa Pinho, 

RSCM. 

Prepared by 
Veronica Brand RSHM & Nolie Wagner 

The World’s Largest lesson is an initiative developed in partnership with UNICEF to educate teachers 
and students on the Sustainable Development Goals. It provides resources and invites them to do what they 
can to implement the SDGs in their own schools / communities. We encourage you to look at the website and 
share with us one or more sustainable projects that you come up with in your school/community. 

 
COP 23 – the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference will be held in Bonn, 
Germany 6 – 17 November 2017. Watch for 
frequent updates on @RSHMNGO twitter 
and  RSHM NGO facebook page. 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/girl-child
https://youtube/QYhw_TXSAL0
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
https://twitter.com/RSHMNGO
https://www.facebook.com/RSHM-NGO-1059705394176227/

